Amendment under 37 C.F.R. §1.111 Attorney Docket No.: Q58755 

U.S. Application No.: 09/556,517 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1-16. (canceled). 

1 7. (previously presented): A local router comprising: 

network communications means which can connect to a communications network and has a 
plurality of IP addresses representing a plurality of locations on the network and which 
responds to a communications message addressed to any of the plurality of IP addresses; 
and 

data transfer means which can transfer the data included in a communications message 
addressed to any of the plurality of IP addresses to a plurality of destinations and selects 
destinations of the data according to the IP address of the communication message; 

wherein the local router can connect itself to one or more network-incompatible devices, and 
the selected network-incompatible devices are included in the destinations, wherein the one 
or more network-incompatible devices cannot be directly connected to said 
communications network. 

18. (original): The local router as defined in Claim 17, wherein the devices are printers. 
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19. (previously presented): The local router as defined in any one of claims 17 through 18, 
wherein the network uses a TCP/IP protocol, and the network communications means has said 
plurality of IP addresses, a plurality of port numbers, or a plurality of identifiers as a plurality of 
network addresses and responds to a packet which is received from the network and includes any 
of the plurality of IP addresses, the port numbers, and the identifiers, and wherein the data 
transfer means selects a destination to which data included in the packet are transferred, 
according to the IP address, port number, or identifier of the packet including any of the plurality 
of IP addresses, the port numbers and the identifiers. 

20. (currently amended): A local router relaying method comprising: 

a st e p of responding to a communications message which is received from a communications 

network and is addressed to the router at any one of a plurality of predetermined IP 

addresses of the router; and 
a st e p of selecting the-a^destination? of data included in the communications message^ in 

response to an the n e twork IP address included in the communications message addressed 

to any one of the plurality of IP addresseSi 
wherein one of the destinations is a network-incompatible device not directly connectable to 

the communications network . 

21. (previously presented): A network printer which can connect to a communications 
network, comprising: 
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network communications means which have a plurality of IP addresses representing a plurality 
of locations on the network and which respond to a communications message received 
from the network and addressed to any one of the plurality of network addresses; 

data transfer means which can transfer to a plurality of destinations the data included in the 
communications message addressed to any one of the plurality of IP addresses and which 
determines whether to transfer the data to the destination according to the IP address of the 
communications message; 

print means which processes and prints the data as at least one destination of the plurality of 
destinations; and 

connection means for connecting the printer to a network-incompatible device as at least one of 
the plurality of destinations, wherein the network-incompatible device cannot be connected 
directly to the communications network. 

22. (original): The network printer as defined in Claim 21, wherein the device is another 
printer. 

23. (previously presented): network printer which can connect to a communications network 
and is communicable with a host provided on the network, comprising: 

relaying means which can connect to other devices, has all the IP addresses assigned to a 
device group including the network printer and the devices, and relays communication 
between the host and the plurality of devices pertaining to the device group, in response to 
communication which is sent from the host. 
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24. (canceled). 

25. (currently amended): A computer readable program recording medium having recorded 
thereon a computer program used when a computer executes a local router relaying method, the 
program comprising: 

a st e p of responding to a communications message which is received from a communications 

network and is addressed to the router at any one of a plurality of predetermined IP 

addresses of the router; and 
a st e p of selecting the-a_destination 7 of the data included in the communications message^ in 

response to an the IP address included in the communications message addressed to any 

one of the plurality of IP addresses^ 
wherein one of the destinations is a network-incompatible device not directly connectable to 

the communications network . 

26. (previously presented): A computer readable program recording medium having 
recorded thereon a computer program used when a computer implements a network printer 
which can connect to a communications network, the printer comprising: 

network communications means which have a plurality of IP addresses representing a plurality 
of locations on the network and which responds to a communications message received 
from the network and addressed to any one of the plurality of IP addresses; 

data transfer means which can transfer to a plurality of destinations the data included in the 
communications message addressed to any one of the plurality of IP addresses and which 
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determines whether to transfer the data to the destination according to the IP address of the 

communications message; 

print means which processes and prints the data as at least one destination of the plurality of 

destinations; and 

connection means for connecting the printer to a network-incompatible device as at least one of 
the plurality of destinations, wherein the network-incompatible device cannot be connected 
directly to the communications network. 

27. (previously presented): A computer readable program recording medium having 
recorded thereon a computer program used when a computer implements a network printer 
which can connect to a communications network and is communicable with a host provided on 
the network, the printer comprising: 

relaying means which can connect to other devices, has all the TP addresses assigned to a 
device group including the network printer and the devices, and relays communication 
between the host and the plurality of devices pertaining to the device group, in response to 
communication which is sent from the host. 

28. -85. (canceled). 

86. (previously presented): A local router adapted to make accessible to a network one or 
more connected printers, comprising: 
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network communications means for connecting to an IP-addressed communications network, 

and for receiving communications messages addressed to any of a predetermined set of 

different network addresses; 
printer selection means for making a selection of one of said one or more connected printers 

based on the network address in a received one of said communication messages; and 
data transfer means for transferring data from said received one of said communication 

messages to said selected one of said one or more connected printers over a respective 

printer interface; 

wherein said respective printer interface is not an IP-addressed connection. 

87. (previously presented): The local router as set forth in claim 86, wherein the local router 
further comprises internal means for printing, also selectable based on said network address in 
said received one of said communications messages, 

88. (previously presented): The local router as set forth in any one of claims 86 through 87, 
wherein said predetermined set of different network addresses are different IP addresses. 

89. (previously presented): The local router as set forth in any one of claims 86 through 87, 
wherein said predetermined set of different network addresses have the same IP address but 
differ by port numbers. 
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tv,* w»1 router as set forth in any ^ 
90 . <twiW -y^—)= k ^ sesnavethesaI „e>P address bu, 

where in said predefined set of different network addresses ha 

differ by packet identifiers. 

, ^ A reiaying method for a local router for making accessibie to a 
91. (previously presented). A relaying 

n e W or k oneor m oreeonnee t ed pri n,ers,eomp nS ing : 
^ XP-addressed cornmumcauons messages address* any 
oluralityofdifferentnetworkaddresses; 

in areceived one of said communication messages; and 
o^aidoneormoreeonnectedprin.ersoverare.pec.Weprin.er interface; 

^-^.~« fc -- ,M " ,- " ,, "** 

, , v The toed router as set forth in ciaim 91, wherein said 

92 (previously presented). The local 

93 ^ P-ed,: The loeal router as set forth in claim «. wher,n - 
93. (prevrou y djfter by port 
p^etermined set of different network addresses have the same 

numbers. 
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94 (previously presented): The .oca, router as se, forth in Cairn 9,, wherein said 

identifiers. 

95. (previously presented): A network printing system, comprising: 
a network printer connected to an IP -addressed communications network; 
one or more other devices in communication with said network printer but not connected to 

said communications network; 
said network printer and said one or more other devices defining a device group; 
said device group having respective addresses for said network printer and each of said one or 

more other devices, defining a predetermined set of addresses; 
said network printer accepting any communication message with a message address header 
indicating one of said predetermined set of addresses; 

printer selectively relaying data from said accepted communication message to satd 
indicated one of said one or more other devices; and 

processing said data from said accepted communication message. 

,6. (previous* presented): The network printing system as se, forth in claim 95, wherein 
said one or more devices are printers. 
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97 ' (previons* presented): A — readaMe — • — ^ 

method, the program comprising: 

. step te -** »— — — messages " ,0 " 

predetermined ptaraUty of different network addresses; 
. step for ^ a — of one of said one or more — - - - 

network address in a reeeived one of said —cation messages; and 
. step for transferrins data from said reeeived one of said —ion messa.es to sard 
^tedoneofsaidoneornrorecor.ectedprin.ersoverarespectiveprinterinterfaee; 

wnerein said respective printer interface is no, an iP-addressed connection. 
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